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Dinosaurs
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Morning Circle
Preparation: Cut a dinosaur footprint (4’ x 3’)
out of bulletin board paper. 
Place the dinosaur footprint in the middle of
the Morning Circle area. Explain to the children
that the paper is the size of an Apatosaurus’
foot. Invite the children to see how many of
them can stand inside the footprint. Help the
children count the number of children standing
in the footprint. Tell the children that today’s
activities will be about dinosaurs.
Encourage the children to compare their feet to
the dinosaur’s foot.
Explain that an Apatosaurus could grow to a
length of 75 feet. Convert 75 feet to the
number of widths of the classroom. You may want to use a piece of yarn or string 75 feet long to
demonstrate. Do this outside to get the full effect.
The Apatosaurus was an herbivore (it ate plants and grass). Other dinosaurs, such as the
Tyrannosaurus Rex, were carnivores (they ate meat). 
See what other dinosaurs’ names the children know.
Define extinct and provide examples. Discuss possible reasons why dinosaurs are extinct. 

Morning Message: Dinosaurs are extinct. 
Read the sentence. Ask a volunteer to define extinct. Count the letters 
in dinosaurs.

Story Circle
Dinosaurs: All Shapes and Sizes by Sarah Corona
How Big Were the Dinosaurs? by Bernard Most
Skippyjon Jones and the Big Bones by Judy Schachner

Music, Movement, and the Great Outdoors
Perform “Five Huge Dinosaurs” (Appendix page 299).
Sing “One Elephant” (Appendix page 325) Change the word elephant to dinosaur.
Play Herbivore, Herbivore, Carnivore as you would Duck, Duck, Goose 
(Appendix page 320).
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ART (Spatial, Intrapersonal)
Provide clay for the children to use to create dinosaurs and dinosaur

eggs. Challenge the children to create new specimens and to name
them.

GAMES (Interpersonal)
Provide a Dinosaur Concentration game (available at www.gryphonhouse.com/

completedailycurriculum/downloads) and invite the children to play. 

MATH (Logical-Mathematical)
Have the children trace around their feet (shoes on or off) and cut out the shapes. Place
the tracings inside the dinosaur footprint from the morning activity. Continue until the
children’s footprints fill the dinosaur’s footprint. Ask the children to estimate how many
footprints there are; remove the footprints and count them to find out.

MUSIC (Musical, Bodily-Kinesthetic) Provide music with a strong bass line and invite
the children to make up a dance called, “The Dinosaur Romp.” 

SCIENCE (Naturalist)
Provide pictures of dinosaurs (some carnivorous and some herbivorous). Help the
children to sort the dinosaurs according to diet.

WRITING (Linguistic)
Write the names of several dinosaurs on 4” x 6” index cards. Provide tracing paper and
encourage the children to trace the dinosaur names. Make dinosaur crowns with strips of
paper to fit the children’s heads. Add triangular spikes and staple the ends. The children
can create their own dinosaur name and print it on the crown. For example, Jalisa would
become Jalisasaur and Trey might be Trey-Rex. Help the children print these unfamiliar
words by writing them on a separate piece of paper for the children to copy.
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Closing Circle (Reflections on the Day)
Ask the children:

1. If you had a pet dinosaur, where would it sleep? What would it eat?

2. How do you move to “The Dinosaur Romp”?

3. Are there animals living today that are as large as dinosaurs? 

Home Connection: Suggest that the children teach their families the
“The Dinosaur Romp.”
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