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clouds. With small dabs of glue, attach the clouds in the island sky.
7. If desired, add other features to the island, such as people, sea animals, or

boats using construction paper.

More to do

Dramatic Play: Place masking tape on the rug to create an island in the class-
room.
Math: Sort various pictures of land scenes into two categories: islands and non-
islands.
More Math: Tape an island to a rug and use a yardstick to measure it. Then
measure it with a meter stick.
Music: Sing “Down by the Bay.”
Science: Provide objects for a sink-and-float activity. Encourage the children to
make predictions before dropping an object into the water.
Water Play: Provide containers, funnels, sifters, and water wheels in the sand
and water table.

� Susan O. Hill, Lakeland, FL

Stars and Planets
Materials

Smocks
Fingerpaint paper
Ballpoint pen
Water
Blue and red fingerpaint
Spoon
Silver glitter in a shaker
Pictures or photographs of planets and moons
Scissors
Construction paper
Glue

What to do

1. Help the children put on paint smocks.
2. Give each child a piece of fingerpaint paper. Write each child’s name on the
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non-slick side of it using a ballpoint pen.
13. To anchor the paper, wet the table. Place the paper on the table, slick side up.
14. On each child’s paper, place a spoonful of blue paint on one half and a dab

of red on the other half.
15. Ask the children to put one hand into each color and spread the colors sepa-

rately on the paper.
16. When they have spread each color smoothly and thoroughly, encourage the

children to blend them together. Encourage them to swirl the paint, keeping
some of the blue areas unmixed, all the way to the edges of the paper.

17. When they have finished painting, ask them to shake silver glitter on the wet
paint to make stars in the sky.

18. Allow the paintings to dry overnight. The next day, weight the dry paintings
with several heavy objects to flatten the curled edges.

19. Show the children a variety of pictures and photos of the planets. Invite
them to create their own set of planets and moons by cutting out circles
from the construction paper. Provide help and patterns if necessary.

10. Give each child his own fingerpainted sky scene. After the children experi-
ment moving their planets around the sky, show them how to glue the 
celestial bodies in place.

11. Allow the pictures to dry before displaying them.

More to do

Math: Count the planets in our solar system. Make planet cutouts, number them,
and order them by distance from the sun, then by size.
Science: Put out a large globe and encourage the children to explore their own
planet.

Related books

My Picture Book of the Planets by Nancy Krulik
The Planets by Gail Gibbons

Song

Sing the following to the tune of the ABC song.
Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars;
All these planets, so many stars.
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, too;
Neptune and Pluto, then we’re through;
Shining brightly oh, so high!
All the planets in the sky.

� Susan Hill, Lakeland, FL
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