
9. Once the stone is firm, cover it with a damp cloth for a few days to make it
stronger. Wait at least two days before trying to remove the mold. Then, wait
at least two weeks for it to cure before putting any pressure on the stone or
putting it outside.

Note: A sixty-pound bag of concrete makes seven to eight stones.

More to do

This activity is great when the children are learning about dinosaurs or fossils. The
children are making their own fossil prints. It provides an example of how dust
and dirt-like material can become a solid, like the fossils.

� Sandra Nagel, White Lake, MI

Space Station
Materials

Two refrigerator boxes
Utility knife (adult only)
Black tempera paint
Paintbrushes
Small pebbles, rocks, or gravel
Silver spray paint (adult only)
Tape
Scissors
Black mesh netting
Glow-in-the dark stars and planets
Beanbag chair or soft furniture
Small (child-sized) table and chair
Small magnifiers, penlights, and containers of ground sand
Books about space exploration
Construction paper and crayons

What to do

1. Using a utility knife, cut along a seam on each of the refrigerator boxes so that
they lay flat (adult only).

2. Cut out two or three small windows and one child-sized door in the sides of
the boxes.
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3. Encourage the children to paint both sides of the boxes completely black.
Allow the boxes to dry.

4. While the boxes are drying, paint the pebbles, rocks, or gravel with silver
spray paint to create moon rocks and meteorites (adult only).

5. Tape together the boxes to form one large enclosure. Ask the children to hold
the boxes in place while you tape them.

6. Stand up the large enclosure, squaring it up so it stands nicely. This is the base
for the space station. If the box is unsteady, tie each corner of the box to
chairs (poke small holes in the box, thread strong packing twine through
them, and tie it to the backs of the chairs).

7. Tape black mesh securely to the top of the box and to the door and window
cutouts. This allows the inside of the enclosure to appear dark to the children
while still allowing for supervision from above and through the windows.

8. Ask the children to apply glow-in-the-dark stars and planets to a wall inside
the space station.
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9. Place a beanbag chair (or other soft furniture) and a small table and chair
inside the space station. Place magnifiers, penlights, moon rocks, and contain-
ers of finely ground sand (moon dust) on the table for exploration. Also be
sure to include some good books on space exploration.

10. Encourage the children to visit the space station. They can use the magnifiers
to explore the rocks, sand, and the stars on the wall. They can lounge on the
beanbag chair and use the penlights to read books about outer space. Provide
construction paper and crayons so the children can draw pictures of the solar
system and space aliens. Add special pens or markers that will show up on
black paper. They make great outer space pictures.

More to do

Art: Make constellations. Ask the children to draw a picture of the solar system.
Then, encourage them to place star stickers at certain points to make a 
constellation.
More Art: Create aliens from clay. Make up stories about where the aliens live.
More Art: Make planets by covering balloons with paper maché. Paint, decorate,
and enjoy!
Music and Movement: Dance to outer space music.

Related books

Moon Man by Tomi Ungerer
Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

� Virginia Jean Herrod, Columbia, SC

Clay Critters
Materials

Posters, pictures, or plastic replicas of real bugs
Artist clay (the type that air dries) or Sculpey clay (can be baked 
in a regular oven)

Stick-on wiggly eyes
Chenille stems
Various craft items, such as beads and small buttons
Glue
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