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Salt Boxes
Materials

3 or 4 shallow boxes (ask a camera shop for empty photo-paper boxes)
3 or 4 large boxes of salt

What to do

1. Fill each shallow box about 3⁄4 full of salt.
2. Help the children wash their hands before and after this activity. Working with

small groups, give each child a salt box.
3. Encourage the children to use their fingers to draw and write in the salt. To

erase the drawings, the children can shake the salt box. Supervise this activity
closely to make sure that the children don’t eat the salt and to clean up spills.

4. When done, put the lids on the boxes and keep them indefinitely.

More to do

Instead of salt, fill the boxes with sand. Encourage the children to draw or write
with their fingers in a sandbox.
Field Trips: Take the children on a field trip to a beach. Encourage them to use
their hands or a stick to write and draw in the sand.

� Barbara Saul, Eureka, CA

Creating a Writing Center
Materials

Several containers
Markers, crayons, writing and coloring pencils, and colored chalk
Stationary, various types of writing tablets and paper, old mail
Sentence strips
Laminate or clear contact paper

What to do

1. Designate and label an area of the classroom as a Writing Center.
2. Store writing utensils and paper in large containers. Label the containers using

pictures and words so that the children can store the items by themselves.
3. Write popular words or phrases on sentence strips. Laminate or cover them

The GIANT Encyclopedia of Preschool Activities for Four-Year-Olds

L I T E R A C Y

385



Downloaded by test@gryphonhouse.com from

ProFilePlanner.com

Downloaded by test@gryphonhouse.com from ProFilePlanner.com

with clear contact paper for durability. Mount the words or phrases near or
on a desk or table or place them in a storage container.

4. Encourage the children to write and create letters using the papers and writing
utensils. Encourage the children to visit this center as often as desired.

5. Display the children’s creations or let them take them home each day. For
parent conferences and to document children’s writing progress, save 
creations from time to time.

More to do

Create word cards related to the current theme by drawing a picture and writing
the word next to it. Make name cards for each child in the classroom. If you
have a photograph of each child, add the child’s name and laminate or cover it
with clear contact paper.

� Tina Woehler, Oak Point, TX

Book Making
Materials

Paper
Stapler
Markers, crayons, colored pencils, and rubber stamps

What to do

1. Fold paper into small books and staple them on one side. (Only a few pieces
of paper are needed per book.)

2. Place the pre-made books in the Writing Area along with rubber stamps,
markers, crayons, and colored pencils.

3. Encourage the children to draw pictures in their “books.” Be available to write
the words on each page as dictated by the children.

More to do

Put the completed books in the Library Area and read them to the children.

� Susan Myhre, Bremerton, WA
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