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Anytime Ideas

Using Foreign Languages
Materials none

What to do 1. Whenever you wish to get the children’s attention, start talking in another

language. It is recognized that young children learn and pick up foreign

languages very easily, and they also enjoy listening to and learning

languages.

2. Following are some examples of when to use other languages in the

classroom:

� Lining Up: When children line up to move from one location or room to 
another, you probably count to make sure everyone is accounted for. 
Besides ensuring that everyone is there, this is also an opportunity to 
teach counting. To make counting even more fun for the children, count 
in another language.

� Waiting: When waiting is necessary, children become bored easily. This is 
a good time to teach another language to children. Teach numbers, the 
alphabet, or a simple song in another language.

� Sitting: Occasionally children must sit and wait for the rest of the class to 
finish. Try giving simple directions in another language (such as “sit down, 
please,” and “thank you”). At first they may look at you quizzically. Instead 
of repeating yourself in English, simply repeat it in the foreign language, 
but include movements to indicate what the words mean. The children 
catch on fast and in time try to say it themselves.

Related books Abuela by Arthur Dorros

Knots on a Counting Rope by Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault

One Smiling Grandma: A Caribbean Counting Book by Ann Marie Linden

What Is Your Language? by Debra Leventhal

l Deborah R. Gallagher, Littleton, NH
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Velcro Alphabet
Materials large piece of cardboard

Velcro strips

thick cardboard, fun foam, or felt in a selection of colors

pencil

scissors

box or container

What to do 1. Hang a large, plain-colored piece of cardboard on a wall of your classroom.

2. Glue Velcro strips to the cardboard.

3. Cut out the letters of the alphabet from cardboard, fun foam, felt, or any

other material that will withstand repeated handling. Make several of each

letter, especially the more popular ones.

Author’s Note: As a rule of thumb, the lower a letter’s Scrabble score, the

more you need to make.

4. Stick a piece of Velcro on the back of each letter.

5. Put the letters in a container and let the children pick them out and stick

them to the Velcro on the wall to form words. Their names are good to start

with, but also encourage them to write words related to the classroom

theme.

6. Encourage the children to form words on the wall when they are waiting for

a new activity or for others to finish.

7. Another way to use the letters is to hang one letter at a time and let only

those children whose name begins with that letter move to the next activity,

put on their coat, go outside, and so on.

More to do Language: Instead of using letters, try writing words on narrow strips of
cardboard or card stock. Include a good mixture of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and

so on, and then ask the children to arrange them into sentences. If they are

very ambitious, they could even try arranging the words into a short story!

l Kirsty Neale, Charleville Circus, London, United Kingdom
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