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2. As the observations flow, record each one on a large
sheet of paper entitled, “What we observe about our
hamster.” Encourage the children to discuss the ham-
ster’s sleeping patterns. Introduce the word nocturnal (active at night).

3. For each child write: “Hamsters are nocturnal” on a white piece of construction paper and
help him to read the sentence. Explain what it means.

4. Reinforce the concept. Have each child color a yellow hamster in the center of the page
underneath the words. Encourage the children to press down hard with their crayon and
color their hamster completely.

5. Crease the paper and fold the sentence back. Then have the children paint over the hamster
picture and the entire page with the diluted black paint.

6. The hamster will shine through the black night. Hamsters are nocturnal!
7. Brainstorm a list of other animals that are nocturnal, for example, raccoons or bats.

More to do
More science: Darken the room and challenge the children to attempt to locate an object in
the dark. What are the challenges of working in the dark? Talk about ways nocturnal animals
adapt. For instance, hamsters have an excellent sense of smell. Bats have sensitive ears and
echo-location.
Snack: Serve dry cereal mixed with nuts and seeds for a delicious hamster snack.

H Ann Flagg, Clarion, PA

4+ Horse Sense
Science skills

This activity fosters children’s observation and classification skills.

Materials 
Plastic model of a horse
Velcro strips, cut into 1⁄4” (6 mm) square pieces
Piece of poster board approximately as wide and long as the horse model 
Smaller pieces of poster board for one-word labels
Small container for the labels

What to do
1. Before introducing this activity to the children, select the vocabulary you wish to introduce,

such as mane, tail, back, neck, foreleg, hoof, etc.
2. Make a small printed label with each vocabulary word and laminate it for long wear. Attach

Velcro pieces to the back of the label cards and to the corresponding point on the model
horse’s body.

3. Make a chart with an outline drawing of a horse and the vocabulary words written on or
near the correct body part, mounted on poster board and laminated for long wear.
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4. Introduce the model horse and explain that here is 
a name for each part of a horse’s body. Remove 
the labels from their container and point out that 
each label word matches a word on the chart.

Note that it is not necessary for the child to be able to read the words, only to
match them.

5. Using the Velcro patches, attach each label to the point on the horse’s body corresponding
to the point where the word occurs on the chart, reading each word aloud as you go.

6. Check your work by looking at the chart to see that the words on the horse’s body are in the
same positions on the chart.

7. Return the labels to their container and invite the children to choose this activity during free
choice time.

More to do
More science: After a child has practiced with the chart, ask her if she would like to try to label
the model correctly by reading the label words and attaching them without help from the chart.
Let the child then use the chart the check her work. � Use models of different animals and intro-
duce different vocabulary. There are excellent models of other farm animals, dinosaurs and
human bodies commercially available. � Make copies of your outline drawing with blank lines
where the labels should go and let older children write the name of each body part in the cor-
rect space after matching the labels to the model.

H Susan Jones Jensen, Norman, OK

Rocky Raccoon Puppet 4+
Science skills

With the fun of making a raccoon puppet, the children learn 
observation, sequencing, fine motor and visual skills.

Materials 
Ranger Rick magazines Large brown bags
Black, brown, pink and white crayons or tempera paints Brown lunch bags
Scissors Pencil
White glue 20 mm wiggle eyes

What to do
1. Let children look at several issues of Ranger Rick magazine.
2. Discuss traits of the raccoon. The name raccoon means “the washer.” Raccoons like to wash

their food before eating it. They eat tadpoles, minnows, corn, fruit, nuts, vegetables and
garbage. They have 40 teeth, nimble fingers and are very curious animals. Baby raccoons
can climb before they can even see. Raccoons have “masks” and stripes on their tails.

3. Trace the patterns for the head, tail, leg and jaw of a raccoon on the large brown bags and
cut out.
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