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Animals
The Furry Koala and Her Baby
The mama koala climbs up toward the sky.
In a eucalyptus tree where she’s high and dry.

She smells each leaf before she will eat it.
Her strong muscles and claws help her to reach it.

She has a pouch where her new baby will grow.
The baby is always with the mommy, you know.

When the baby is too big for mommy’s warm pouch
He’ll hold on mommy’s fur like the back of a couch.

Once in a while mom climbs down from the tree
Then on the ground, she walks very awkwardly.

Back in the tree they both sleep all the day
Then awake at night, they climb and swing and play.

The leaves give mommy water so she doesn’t need to drink.
The koala has brownish-gray fur, and looks cuddly, I think.

H Mary Brehm, Aurora, OH 

Hamsters Play While We Sleep 4+
Science skills

By observing a real hamster in the classroom, children learn 
about the habits of nocturnal animals.

Materials 
Hamster in cage Chart paper
White construction paper Black marker
Yellow crayons Black paint diluted with water
Paintbrushes

What to do
1. Bring in a hamster in a cage and have the children observe its behavior for several days. 
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2. As the observations flow, record each one on a large
sheet of paper entitled, “What we observe about our
hamster.” Encourage the children to discuss the ham-
ster’s sleeping patterns. Introduce the word nocturnal (active at night).

3. For each child write: “Hamsters are nocturnal” on a white piece of construction paper and
help him to read the sentence. Explain what it means.

4. Reinforce the concept. Have each child color a yellow hamster in the center of the page
underneath the words. Encourage the children to press down hard with their crayon and
color their hamster completely.

5. Crease the paper and fold the sentence back. Then have the children paint over the hamster
picture and the entire page with the diluted black paint.

6. The hamster will shine through the black night. Hamsters are nocturnal!
7. Brainstorm a list of other animals that are nocturnal, for example, raccoons or bats.

More to do
More science: Darken the room and challenge the children to attempt to locate an object in
the dark. What are the challenges of working in the dark? Talk about ways nocturnal animals
adapt. For instance, hamsters have an excellent sense of smell. Bats have sensitive ears and
echo-location.
Snack: Serve dry cereal mixed with nuts and seeds for a delicious hamster snack.

H Ann Flagg, Clarion, PA

4+ Horse Sense
Science skills

This activity fosters children’s observation and classification skills.

Materials 
Plastic model of a horse
Velcro strips, cut into 1⁄4” (6 mm) square pieces
Piece of poster board approximately as wide and long as the horse model 
Smaller pieces of poster board for one-word labels
Small container for the labels

What to do
1. Before introducing this activity to the children, select the vocabulary you wish to introduce,

such as mane, tail, back, neck, foreleg, hoof, etc.
2. Make a small printed label with each vocabulary word and laminate it for long wear. Attach

Velcro pieces to the back of the label cards and to the corresponding point on the model
horse’s body.

3. Make a chart with an outline drawing of a horse and the vocabulary words written on or
near the correct body part, mounted on poster board and laminated for long wear.

Animals
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