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Materials 
Ice cube tray
Food coloring Water
Freezer Popsicle sticks
Bowl of ice cubes 3 small clear containers

What to do
1. In advance, fill an ice cube tray with water (three-fourths full). Put three to four drops of food
coloring in each cube and mix well. Break six popsicle sticks in half and place one in each
cube (they will lay at an angle). Freeze.

2. Ask the children what ice is and how it forms. What conditions must be present for water to
turn to ice? How does ice melt? What does it become when it melts? Ask if they’ve ever seen
icicles or been ice skating.

3. Pass around a bowl filled with clear ice cubes for children to handle. Encourage them to
describe what they feel.

4. Tell the children they are going to conduct an experiment. Put one ice cube in each of the
three plastic containers. The children fill one container with warm water and one with cold
water; the third container will have just a cube, no water. 

5. Ask the children to speculate on which ice cube will melt first. Continue checking every five
minutes until all are melted. Compare their predictions with what happened.

More to do
Art: Cover work area with newspaper and give each child a piece of white construction paper.
Remove colored ice cubes from the tray and have the children paint with them, as though they
were paintbrushes. When they finish, discuss what happened. Did the ice cubes get smaller? Did
colors mix to form new colors? Was it like watercolor painting?

H Connie Heagerty, Trumbull, CT

3+ Making Raindrops
Science skills

This activity encourages fine motor development and an interest in rain.

Materials 
Pan
Water
Eyedroppers, various sizes

What to do
1. On a rainy day, take the class outside to observe raindrops. Point out how raindrops that fall
on puddles cause ripples in them. Talk about how the ripples get bigger and bigger the far-
ther out they go.

2. Go inside and invite the children to make ripples like the ones they saw outside. Give them
eyedroppers and a pan of water. Show them how to make water go in and out of an eye-
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dropper. Then they make ripples by letting drops fall
into the pan.

More to do
Art: Use watered-down tempera paint and eyedroppers to make rain art.

Circle time: Everyone practices making rain sounds by snapping fingers, clapping hands or
slapping legs. When the whole group gets going, it really sounds like a downpour!

Related book and song
It’s Raining, It’s Pouring by Kin Eagle
“It’s Raining, It’s Pouring”

H Holly Dzierzanowski, Austin, TX

Single String Weather Mobile 3+
Science skills

Children learn about weather in this fun art activity.

Materials 
Cardboard Scissors
Construction paper: yellow, orange, white and blue Pencils
Glitter Glue
Crayons Hole punch
String

What to do
1. Create patterns out of cardboard for the sun, moon, raindrops and lightning.
2. The children trace the patterns on construction paper, cut them out and then color and deco-
rate with glue and glitter. Talk about the shapes and the weather as they work.

3. When the shapes are dry, punch a small hole at the top of each and have the children
attach a string for hanging. You may have to secure the string with tape.

4. Hang around the classroom.

Related books
Clifford and the Big Storm by Norman Bridwell
Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown
It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw
Little Cloud by Robert Tallon
Sky Fire by Frank Asch

H Lisa Kingsley, North Franklin, CT

Weather

GESCI-W_GESCI-W  Mar/10/2010  12:21 PM  Page 530


