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Toppings should stick when placed on top of
paint/glue mixture. As the children put on the top-
pings, talk about their different shapes
6. They can store their pizzas in the pizza boxes when
they have dried.

H Valerie Chellew, Marshfield, WI

Shapes All Around Us 3+
Science skills

This simple game encourages children to use observation 
and matching skills to locate shapes in their environment.

Materials 
Construction paper Scissors
Clear contact paper or laminate, optional Container

What to do
1. Cut basic shapes out of construction paper; laminate if possible. 
2. Place shapes in a container.
3. Taking turns, have the children pull out a shape and look around the room for something

that is the same shape. For example, they might say a block is a rectangle or the burners on
the play stove are circles. 

More to do
Game: Encourage the children to continue the game during free play or snack time. If they spot
a particular shape, have them show a teacher. Keep a sticker chart with children’s names show-
ing how many of each shape they’ve found.

H Suzanne Pearson, Winchester, VA

The Shape of Our Environment 3+
Science skills

Children use observation skills to hunt for shapes in the classroom.

Materials 
Tagboard or poster board
Scissors 
Chart paper and marker

Shapes
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What to do
1. Cut out simple 4“ (10 cm) shapes from the tagboard.

Use a variety of shapes, one per child.
2. Explain that there are many shapes “hiding” in your classroom, then give a

tagboard shape to each child. Have the children identify their shapes by name. Show them some
examples of shapes that they might not notice. For example, a small milk carton may have a
square-shaped bottom and rectangles for sides, and the planter in the window might look like a
small circle when viewed from the bottom and a large circle when viewed from the top. 

3. Encourage the children to search the classroom for hidden shapes that match the tagboard
shape they have been given.

4. Next, point out that there are many different shapes in the larger environment, too. Distribute
additional shapes, if desired, identifying and discussing their physical properties.

5. Go outdoors for a scavenger hunt, finding as many varied and unusual items as possible to
match the tagboard shapes your children are carrying. Findings may be called out, sketched,
photographed or (if feasible) brought back as samples/specimens.

6. Ask, “Which shape did we find most often on our scavenger hunt?” Then make a chart of
your class’s findings.

H Marji E. Gold-Vukson, West Lafayette, IN

4+ Mr. Square
Science skills

In this fun project, children practice fine motor and language skills.

Materials
Empty individual-size cereal boxes Colored construction paper
Red felt Buttons or plastic eyes
Yarn

What to do
1. Ahead of time, cut each box about three-quarters of the way in half width-wise. Fold each

cut box so that its top and bottom meet, forming a square shape.
2. The children can match pieces of construction paper to the surfaces of the boxes and glue on.
3. Then, they can decorate their boxes with felt, yarn and buttons to make a face. Put red

felt in the opening for a tongue.
4. Children place their hands in the box to work it as a puppet. 
5. Find a square box to make a puppet. Say the Mr. Square rhyme (see below) as the children

move the mouth for Mr. Square to talk.

More to do
Language: Use the puppets to put on a puppet show with the children’s original scripts.

Original poem
I’d like to introduce myself.
My name is Mr. Square.

Shapes
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