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What to do
1. Discuss the fact that there are nine planets that 

revolve around the sun.
2. Tape the sun and planets to the floor.

3. Encourage the children to take turns trying to throw a beanbag so that it lands
on one of the circles.

4. The child should say the numeral on the circle his beanbag touched.
5. Children perform some activity to correspond to the number they hit with the beanbag, for

example, clap nine times, jump four times, etc.

H Joyce Montag, Slippery Rock, PA

Learning the Constellations 5+
Science skills

Children use fine motor skills and observation, and begin 
to learn about numbers and letters.

Materials 
Book on constellations Black construction paper
Hole punch White yarn
White chalk, optional

What to do
1. Trace a constellation on the black paper. Punch out holes where the major constellations are.
2. On the back of the paper, label the holes to match the pattern of the constellation using

numbers or the alphabet. If desired, connect the stars of the constellations with white chalk.
3. Using a long piece of white yarn with a knotted end, let the child lace or sew, starting with

the first letter or number until the design is complete.
4. Some easy constellations you can try are the Great Bear and the Lesser Bear, Big Dipper and

Little Dipper, or even Pegasus and Draco the Dragon.
5. During story time, read Greek or Native American myths about these constellation creatures.

Related books
Draw Me a Star by Eric Carle 
Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me by Eric Carle

H Teresa Jarmuz, Lancaster NY

Outer Space
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Science Centers in the Early Childhood Classroom
Here are a few things to keep in mind when you develop science centers for young children:
1. If it can’t be touched, or survive repeated handling, the object should not be placed in a

center, but rather should be used at group time, with an adult.
2. Children learn best through hands-on activities, so items in a science center should be

touchable! This, of course, does not necessarily include any animals living in the center.
3. You should change the items in the center on a regular basis. If the children don’t visit the

science area, the science area needs changing, revitalizing, refreshing.
4. Include items that involve four of the senses, perhaps on a bookshelf with four shelves:

Sight: viewers, magnifiers, color panels
Hearing: sound canisters, bells, shakers, different noisemakers
Touch: different fabrics to match by touch, sand paper, a feely box
Smell: flowers, scent bottles, whole fruits, perfume samplers
For obvious reasons there would not be a shelf for taste: it is dangerous to have children
think they can put whatever they find into their mouths.

5. When putting plants in a science area remember to use non-toxic varieties. Your local poison
control center or garden shop can help you find safe plants to use. Peppermint or other mint
plants are a good choice. They are hearty plants and prolific growers, smell wonderful and
are non-toxic if eaten. Children may assist in taking care of the plants.

6. No science area is complete without animals of some kind. Our center has had good luck
with goldfish and crickets. Both are relatively inexpensive and easy to take care of. Crickets
will reproduce within six to nine months and the children can take their own pet 
crickets home.

7. Another nice addition to the science area is a magnet board. The local auto supply store
sells drip pans that make wonderful magnet boards when mounted on the back of a shelving
or cubbie unit.

H Linda Ford, Sacramento, CA

3+ The Great Wizdini
Science skills

A costumed character encourages children’s interest in science.

Materials 
Cape—blue and yellow satin, elastic, needle, thread, Velcro, gold fabric paint 
Hat—poster board, blue and yellow satin, fabric glue, gold paint 
Enthusiasm

Science
Process Skills
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