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Water, Water Everywhere! 4+
Science skills

Children observe how much water there is on Earth 
and practice eye-hand coordination.

Materials 
Inflatable globe, beach ball size
Green and blue construction paper squares
Chart paper

What to do
1. Inflate the globe. Call a child’s name and roll or toss the ball to him. When he catches the

ball, ask him to call out where his fingers landed, either land or water.
2. Keep a tally on the chart paper of the number of “lands” and the number of “waters.” For

younger children, you can use green squares of paper to keep up with the amount of land
and blue squares to tally the amount of water.

3. Give each child a chance to catch the ball. Be sure to record each time you roll or toss the ball.
4. After each child has had a turn, check to see if there is more land or water by counting the

tally marks or the squares of paper.

More to do
Math: Use only squares of paper to record land and water amounts and graph the squares to
provide visual comparison.
More science: Use a large floor map to allow the children to see all of the land and water on earth
at once. Allow the children to pick out the large water sources that can be found on the map.

H Lyndall Warren, Milledgeville, GA

Hatching of a Sea Turtle 4+
Science skills

Children observe a paper sea turtle hatching and develop fine motor skills.

Materials 
Cardboard pattern to trace sea turtle and egg White drawing paper
Pencil Scissors
Black, white, brown, tan crayons Pre-cut strip of white paper, 
White glue 1” x 8” (2.5 cm x 20 cm)
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What to do
1. Compare sea turtles, tortoises

or land turtles and all kinds of
freshwater turtles, such as Box
Turtle, Snapping Turtle, Painted
Turtle, Mud Turtle and the
Spiny Soft-shell Turtle. Use the
word “terrapin.” This word
refers to any kind of freshwa-
ter turtle. Use the word “carni-
vore,” which is a meat-eating
animal, such as the Snapping
Turtle. All turtles have shells
attached to their bodies.
Turtles are reptiles and range
in color from bright green to
dark brown; some have col-
ored spots, streaks or borders.
Sea turtles’ front legs are real-
ly flippers to help them swim.
All female sea turtles lay their
eggs in the beach sand and
never see them hatch. The
eggs are about the size of a
ping pong ball and the female
lays about 100 of them at a
time.

2. Help the children make their
own hatching sea turtle. Trace
the shape of the sea turtle on
cardboard and on white
paper and cut them both out.

3. Now trace a large egg shape 
on the folded white paper and
cut out the double egg, but
do not cut on the fold.

4. Draw crack lines on the top
side of the egg with a pencil.
Open the egg up and cut the
crack lines on the top side
only.

5. Draw an oval on the turtle’s back with a pencil and color it to look like the turtle’s shell. Also
draw and crayon the turtle’s eye, mouth and folded skin lines.

6. Accordion fold the 1” white paper strip and glue it to the inside center of the egg. Now glue
the sea turtle to the last fold of the strip so that the head faces downward and the larger fin
faces the bottom of the egg.

7. The sea turtle hatches by putting its head through the cracks in the top egg and then emerging
altogether through the cracks. Children enjoy making the turtle hatch over and over again.
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More to do
Art: Make sea turtles out of clay or playdough.
Field trip: Visit a sea aquarium.
Math: Compare sizes of various turtles. Use pictures
or paper cutout shapes of varying sizes.

More science: Find the ocean areas on a world globe where sea turtles probably live. Discuss
why sea turtles are now an endangered species. How can we help protect them? Which turtles
hibernate and where? Which kind of turtle lives in your area?
Storytelling: Tell turtle or tortoise fables or stories such as “The Tortoise and the Hare.” 
� Dramatize a favorite turtle story.

Original songs and poem
Sing to the tune of “Ten Little Indians.”

One little, two little, three little turtles
Four little, little five, six little turtles
Seven little, eight little, nine little turtles.
Ten little turtles hatching.
Ten little, nine little, eight little, seven little . . .
One little turtle swimming.

Sing to the tune of “Did you Ever See a Lassie?”
Did you ever see a sea turtle, a sea turtle, a sea turtle?
Did you ever see a sea turtle swimming in the ocean?
He swims this way, he swims that way.
She swims this way, she swims that way.
Did you ever see a sea turtle swimming in the ocean?

The Life of a Sea Turtle (poem)
Teeny tiny sea turtle is hatching from its shell.
She’ll have to climb out now from that deep sand well.

Then with her brothers and sisters, she walks toward the sea.
Here comes a hungry raccoon, so they had better flee.

Very tired now, she cradles in seaweed to sleep.
Then the hatchling looks for crabs and shrimp to eat.

After a year of the meat meal she eats seagrass instead,
Watching very carefully for fish that want her dead.

She swims to deeper waters until full grown and then
She’ll swim all the way back to the same beach once again.

She will lay her eggs at night just as her mother had done.
And return to safe waters before the rising of the sun.
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Related books
MacMillan Animal Encyclopedia for Children by Roger Few
Sea Turtle Journey: The Story of a Loggerhead Turtle by
Lorraine A. Jay

H Mary Brehm, Aurora, OH

4+ Let’s Make Sand
Science skills

By making sand, children learn observation skills, develop 
their vocabulary and use fine and large motor skills.

Materials 
Small amount of sand Small bowl
Magnifying glass Small shells
Soft rocks Resealabe plastic bag
Towel Chart paper
Small hammer or rubber mallet

What to do
1. Use this activity in the course of doing a unit on the ocean. Bring a bowl of sand to circle

time. Slowly pass it around allowing the children to examine the sand with all their senses.
Include a magnifying glass in the bowl.

2. Begin a discussion about the sand. Ask questions like, What color is it? How does it feel?
What does it smell like? Lead the discussion to the question, “Where does it come from?”
Write the children’s answers on chart paper for all to see.

3. Lead the answers to shells, rocks and the force of water.
4. Put the rocks and shells into the resealable plastic bag and fold the towel around the bag.
5. One by one, let the children pound the towel with the hammer.
6. After all the children have had a turn, examine the contents. Ta da: sand!
7. Use the sand with glue for an art project, or put it in a tub with spoons, cups, magnifying

lens, etc., for exploration.

H Ann Gudowski, Johnstown, PA
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