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5. Give each child a cup half filled with water and a tem-
pera brush and let them “magic paint” their name and
other letters of the alphabet on the cement.

6. Ask the children if they know what happened to the water; why did it 
disappear?
Hint: Keep a pitcher full of water close by for refills; towels are handy for water spilled on
clothes.

More to do
More science: Discuss the water cycle with the children and talk about evaporation. Do the fol-
lowing experiment. Write each child’s name on her cup. Draw a line about three-quarters of the
way up on each child’s plastic cup with a permanent marker. Fill each cup to the line. Put some
of the cups in a sunny spot in the classroom and some in a closet. Each day, check and see how
much water has evaporated from each cup. Compare how much water evaporates in the sun
and in the closet. The children can dictate stories about what happened to the water in their
cups. 

H Barbara Saul, Eureka, CA

4+ The Vanishing Z
Science skills

Evaporation makes the Z vanish as the children watch.

Materials 
One sheet of dark colored construction paper Cotton swab

What to do
1. Wet the cotton swab.
2. Using the wet end of the swab, write a large letter Z in the center of the construction paper.

Write it lightly so it will evaporate quickly, but make sure it is visible to the children.
3. Then slowly sing the ABC song like this:

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y…Where’s Z?
4. Hold up the paper and show the children that the Z has vanished. Continue singing:

“Z is no longer there, it evaporated in the air.”
5. Explain to the children about evaporation.

More to do
More science: Give the children construction paper, cotton swabs and water. Let them draw
their own vanishing pictures.

H Dotti Enderle, Houston, TX

Alphabet
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Animals
A-Hunting We Will Go 3+

Science skills
Learning about animal habitats is fun with this game.

Materials
Imaginations

What to do
1. Take the children on an imaginary animal hunt. All should sit in chairs with hands on their

knees.
2. As the hunt begins, show them how to slap their knees alternately to simulate a person walk-

ing.
3. The children repeat each line after you say it and imitate your hand movements.
4. Chant this animal hunt poem as you slap your knees.

We’re going on an animal hunt.
We’re going to get some big ones.
I’m not afraid!
Oh, no!
What’s that up ahead?
It’s a river.*
Can’t go around it. (try other prepositions, too, for example, over or through)
Can’t go under it.
We’ll have to swim it.

* Suggestions for animal habitats:
Bird Tree Monkey Tree
Lion Grass Tiger Grass
Bear Cave Goat Mountain
Bobcat Mountain Snake River
Fish River Octopus Ocean
Whale Ocean

5. Pause after the first verse and ask what kind of animals live in the river. Allow for some dis-
cussion and then suggest that the children attempt to catch some of those types of animals
as you swim across the river.

6. Make swimming motions and pretend you are picking up various fish and water creatures
and putting them in a sack. Wipe your forehead with your hand, shake your arms and begin
slapping your knees again as you say the next verse of the poem.

7. Continue as you explore a variety of animal habitats, until you feel you have gathered
enough animals or the children’s interest begins to wane. Stop your safari in a nice field for
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