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5. Punch a hole at the top of the cardboard circle, put a
piece of yarn through the hole and tie it to make a
necklace.

6. Give each child a necklace. Have her look closely at the item. Explain to
the children that they will be going on a nature walk to look for items just like the ones on
their necklaces. Walk to the area where you gathered the items and allow the children to
look for items that match their Nature Necklaces.

More to do
Art: Gather extra items and use them to make a collage. Ask older children to draw a picture of
their nature item.
Math: Make a graph representing the different types of nature items the children found. Record
how many leaves, how many seeds, etc., they found.
Transitions: Use the different types of items on the necklaces as a transition tool: “Children with
flower necklaces may line up. Children with leaf necklaces may line up….” 

H Sarah Dill, Madison, WI

3+ Nature Sort
Science skills

This activity will stimulate children’s curiosity and 
interest in their environment and nature and 

children will learn to classify objects.

Materials 
Several items from outdoors: seashell, bone, stick, pine cone, rock leaf, etc.
Several items from recycling: soda can, plastic water bottle, newspaper, etc.
Two large pieces of paper

What to do
1. Beforehand, label one large piece of paper NATURE and add an outdoor picture, label the
other RECYCLE and add a picture of a recycling container.

2. With all the children sitting in a circle, introduce the concept of natural and wild places and
how to take care of them.

3. Place all of the items in the middle of the circle of children and talk about each one. 
4. Show the children the two sorting places and discuss what each means.
5. Let the children take turns choosing an object, labeling it and stating whether it is a natural
thing that belongs in wild places or something that should be recycled (not left behind as 
litter) and placing it on the appropriate paper.

6. When you have sorted all the items, count the ones in each group and ask the children
which category has the most.

7. Discuss the different recycling items, and how they might harm wildlife if they were left as litter.
8. Ask the children to think of other ways they can help take care of natural places.

Nature
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More to do
Dramatic play: Set up the dramatic play area with
camping items. 
More science: Invite a Forestry Services employee to

visit the classroom to talk about taking care of natural places and how to use
these places with minimal impact. 
Sand and water table: Fill the tactile table with natural items.

H Carla Scholl, Fairplay, CO

Pressed Plants 3+
Science skills

Children make observations, ask questions about 
nature and use fine motor skills.

Materials 
Plants collected on a nature walk Corrugated cardboard
Newsprint paper Phone books or other large books
Large clean paintbrushes Yarn or string
Construction paper Glue

What to do
1. Go on a nature walk in search of beautiful plants. Allow each child to choose her own plant
and bring it back to class.

2. In small groups, let the children gently clean their plants with the large brushes.
3. Give each child a piece of corrugated cardboard with a piece of newsprint on top. Let each
child place her plant on the newsprint wherever she would like it.

4. Layer about five children’s works on top of one another and place these between two phone
books. Tie the phone books together with string or yarn to prevent movement.

5. Bring the phone book presses to circle time and use them as special chairs. Allow the
helpers of the day to sit on them for added pressure.

6. After a day, untie the press and gently remove the paper. Take the top sheet off. This is the
children’s favorite part! Allow them to drizzle and drip glue all over the plants. It is okay to
get some on the paper. Pick up the glue-covered plants and place them glue side down on a
piece of construction paper.

7. Allow to dry.
8. Cover small pressed plants with clear contact paper and use them as book marks. These
make fantastic Mother’s or Father’s Day presents. Alternatively, you could make a class book
for the science corner of your classroom.

More to do
More science: Compare the different plant sizes, colors, types and shapes.

H Ann Gudowski, Johnstown, PA

Nature
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