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peanut butter, 2⁄3 cup (150 ml) honey and 1 cup (250
ml) milk powder. Roll into 1” (2.5 cm) balls, then eat!

Original poem
I like bumblebee, bumblebee buzzing.
I like bumblebee, bumblebee bu-uz-zing.
BUZZZZ

H Sandra Gratias, Perkasie, PA

Bug Collecting 4+
Science skills

Here children make observations and practice classification.

Materials 
Books on insect identification, for example Outdoor area where bugs are likely to be found
Time-Life Book of Insects Clear plastic cups, one or several for each child

Baby food jars with lids Popsicle sticks
Magnifying glasses Drawing paper
Crayons

What to do
1. Read several books about insects. Have the books available for the children to look at and
read. Discuss the characteristics of a “true” insect versus a “bug.” (True insects have three
body parts and six legs, etc.)

2. Invite the children to go with you on an insect hunt. The rule is that you do not touch an
insect. Children may move rocks and locate crawling insects, then carefully place their plastic
cup over the insect. Demonstrate this procedure for the children so they see how not to
squish the insect. The teacher will then scoot the insect into a baby food jar using the jar lid
or popsicle stick.

3. Take the insects inside. Encourage the children to use magnifying glasses to examine the
insects inside the jars. Have books available to help the children identify their insects. Sort
the finds according to whether they are true insects or not. Encourage children to discuss
what they are seeing, both in the jars and in the books. For example, “This one has six legs
and three body parts.”

4. Ask the children to draw a picture of their insects and dictate a sentence or two about them.
Encourage them to include information about the looks of their insect, as well as where it
was found.

5. Set the insects free where they were found. 
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More to do
Language: Say the well-known poem about ladybugs
(Ladybug, ladybug, fly away home). Teach the children to
recite the poem, then write it on chart story paper. Encourage the children to
read the poem. Make word cards and let the children match the words to the chart story.
Math: Purchase plastic ants, spiders and flies. Use them as counters or put them together and
have children sort them.
Snack: Make “ants on a log” by spreading peanut butter on celery and then putting raisin
“ants” on the log.

Related books
Bugs by Nancy Winslow Parker and Joan Richards Wright
Creepy Crawlies by Cathy Kilpatrick
Icky Bug Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta
Icky Bug Counting Book by Jerry Pallotta
It’s a Good Thing There Are Insects Big Book by Allan Fowler
Look at Insects by Rena Kirkpatrick

H Deborah A. Chaplin, Hot Springs, VA

5+ Butterflies Are Symmetrical
Science skills

Children use visual, classification and language skills.

Materials 
Outline drawing of a butterfly Attribute blocks
Color tiles Cut-out shapes
Pictures of butterflies, showing both wings

What to do
1. Look at a picture of a butterfly. Build observation skills by asking the children if they notice
anything about the left and right wings on the butterfly.

2. Guide the children to see that the colors, spots, stripes, etc. on one wing of the butterfly are
identical to those on the other wing. One wing is a mirror image of the other. This is an
example of symmetry but it is not necessarily important to introduce the word to the children.

3. Show the children the outline drawing of a butterfly. Place a large red triangle on the upper
right wing.

4. Build the concept of symmetry by asking children a series of questions to clarify their think-
ing. Would there be a large green triangle on the upper left wing? Should a small red trian-
gle be placed on the upper left wing? Does a large red triangle have to go on the bottom
left wing? What shape should be placed on the upper left wing?

5. The children will agree that the large red triangle belongs on the upper left wing so that both

Insects

GESCI-I_GESCI-I  Mar/10/2010  12:12 PM  Page 301


