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3. Divide your class into two teams. One team is the
Butter Team, the other is the Plain Team.

4. Give each player a flapjack turner. (You can find these
for pennies at thrift stores and yard sales.) The Butter Team wants all the
flapjacks butter-side up, and the Plain Team wants all the flapjacks to be plain-side up.

5. Give the signal and everyone starts flipping the flapjacks with their turners. After a few minutes,
give the signal to stop. You can then count how many of each are showing, and determine
which team was working faster. Start the game again and see if the slower team can catch up.

More to do
Snack: Make flapjacks for snack time.

Related books
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett
Pancakes for Breakfast by Tomie dePaola

H Valerie Chellew, Marshfield, WI

4+ Who Is That Tapping on My Web?
Science skills

This game stimulates children’s interest in 
and curiosity about nature.

Materials 
Blindfold

What to do
1. During circle time, tell the children that a spider knows there is an insect in her web when
she feels the movement of the insect.

2. Ask the children to form a circle and explain that you will select one child to be the spider
and one child to be the insect. The spider will be blindfolded in the middle of the circle. After
the spider is blindfolded, you will choose a child to be the insect by tapping on the child’s
head. You will then tell the child who is the insect to tap her feet so the spider will know
where she is.

3. The child who is the spider must find the child who is tapping her feet.
4. When the spider catches the child playing the insect, the child playing the insect becomes the
spider. This process continues until everyone has had a chance to be spider or insect. 

More to do
Art: Provide the children with yarn, glue and paper and encourage them to make their own spider webs.

H Linda Andrews, Sonora, CA    

Games
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Gardening
Carrot Tops 3+

Science skills
Children ask questions about nature and make observations.

Materials 
Shallow dish or saucer
Water
Fresh carrots or even carrots that still have the greens attached

What to do
1. Talk about how the carrots grow from a little seed in such a way that the greens grow above
the ground and the carrot grows underground.

2. Break off the greens from the top of the carrot, and slice about 1⁄2” (13 mm) from the top of
the carrot.

3. Put the slice of carrot into the dish or saucer, flat side down, with enough water to reach
half-way up the carrot slice.

4. Put the saucer in a sunny window, and continue replenishing the water.
5. After a few days you will see that the carrot greens are growing again.

More to do
Art: Use the discarded greens as paintbrushes, giving the children a new art medium. 
More science: The carrot top activity can be a long-term project. Begin in the spring with carrot
seeds, grow the seeds and transplant into a garden. In the summer and fall pull up the chil-
dren’s very own “home grown” veggies! � Try using other vegetables or fruits to see if anything
else will grow the same way (it is possible to get a pineapple top to “re-grow”). This past year
we grew corn, carrots and pumpkins in our school garden, and the children were really thrilled
to be able to eat something they’d grown from seed!
Snack: Eat the carrots raw for snack or at lunch time. 

H Diane Angus, Kittery Point, ME

Which One Will Grow First? 3+
Science skills

Children make observations and predictions
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