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3. When the children bring in their completed squares, encourage them to share
their squares with the rest of the children. Then put all the squares together
to look like a real quilt.

4. Hang the “quilt” in the room. This makes a nice display to be enjoyed all year
long.

More to do

Send home a note asking the children to bring in a real quilt from home. Ask the
parent to write information about the quilt and send it in. For example, where
the quilt came from, who made it, and for what occasion it was received. You
will probably get some wonderful stories and it makes a very nice Show and Tell.

3 Gail D. Morris, Kemah, TX

Sharing
Materials

Trays

What to do

1. When there are manipulatives to be shared, it can be hard to just dump them
into a pile and expect the children to share without a squabble. Instead of
putting them all together in a pile, place some onto separate trays and give
one to each child. Each tray is a boundary for “ownership.”

2. Another idea for sharing is to teach the children to ask, “What can I have?”
when they want to share someone else’s toys. For example, if a child wants to
play with something that another child is playing with (such as Legos), he can
ask, “What can I have?” This gives the other child a chance to select what he
will share, and given the chance to be generous, the child usually does well.

Related book

We Share Everything by Robert Munsch

3 Tracie O’Hara, Charlotte, NC
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Share Puzzles
Materials

Puzzles appropriate for the children’s skill level (typically 6 to 12 pieces for three-
year-olds)

What to do

1. The first few times you do this activity, adults will have to assist. Ask the
children to group into pairs (“teams”). Each pair of children chooses a puzzle
and takes it to their work spot.

2. Ask the children to take turns removing a piece of the puzzle, until the puzzle
frame is empty. (If they do each puzzle twice, the person that went second
the first time goes first the next time they choose pieces.)

3. Then encourage the children to take turns putting in one of their pieces until
the puzzle is complete.

4. Ask the teams to return their puzzle and choose another one. Repeat the
turn-taking activity.

5. Two puzzles are good to begin with. The children can increase the amount
they do as they get better at working together. Soon the children can be more
independent forming their teams, choosing the puzzles, and taking turns.

More to do

Form teams randomly so the children can work with a variety of people. For
example, draw names from a hat, pick teams by clothing items, and so on.
More Social Development: Practice doing other things in “teams.” For example,
ask the children to walk in pairs when going places. Encourage the children to
practice teamwork by helping each other and working together.
Books: Read stories about sharing, such as Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister.
Language: Take photos of teams working together and make a “Cooperation
Poster” of the class. Talk about the photos and teamwork.

3 Sandra Nagel, White Lake, MI
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