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More to do

Art: Put out precut geometric shapes and encourage the children to glue them
on paper to make trucks.
More Art: Use a die-cut machine to cut outlines of various trucks. Encourage the
children to glue them on paper to make a “Truck Day” collage. Also bring in
magazines with pictures of trucks and help the children cut or tear them out to
add to the collages.
Language: Brainstorm with the children words about the trucks. Write them
down on a large white board or easel. Review them on the following day, adding
more words.

3 Barbara Saul, Eureka, CA

Outdoor Truck Counting
Materials 

Large wood or plastic trucks
Small blocks

What to do

1. Bring toy trucks and small blocks outside. As the children are playing,
encourage them to build something with the small blocks. Point out that they
can use the large trucks to move the blocks to where they want to build.

2. Ask the children to put one block in the truck and deliver it to the
construction site. Count out loud with them as they load the block.

3. When they return, ask them to put two blocks in the truck and deliver it.
Count out loud with them as they load the blocks. 

4. Continue in this manner, adding one block on each trip until you reach a
total of five blocks in each truck. Remember to count out loud with them
each time.

5. Accompany the children to the construction site and help them build a large
house or any other structure they want.

More to do

Math: As you help the children build, count the number of blocks used.
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More Math: Make a large block graph on the sidewalk with chalk. Draw a graph
six squares high and five squares long. In the bottom row of squares, print the
numbers 1 through 5 (both numerically and alphabetically). Ask the children to
place one block in the first column, two in the second column, and so on until
the graph is filled. Count each block as they are laid in each column, starting at
one each time. When the graph is finished, count all the blocks in it. 

Related books

1 Is One by Tasha Tudor
Aaron and Gayla’s Counting Book by Eloise Greenfield 
Anno’s Counting House by Mitsumasa Anno
Count! by Denise Fleming
Let’s Count It Out, Jesse Bear by Nancy White Carlstrom
One Gorilla: A Counting Book by Atsuko Morozumi
Ten, Nine, Eight by Molly Bang

3 Virginia Jean Herrod, Columbia, SC

How to Build a House
Materials 

Large hollow wooden blocks (set of 25 or more)
Camera and film
Large outdoor area with a flat surface
Paper and pencil
Large oaktag or tagboard (9” x 12” or larger)
Glue or tape
Hole punch
Yarn or heavy string

What to do

1. Put hollow wooden blocks in your outdoor space and encourage the children
to build a house with them.

2. Photograph the children as they build the house. Be sure to get at least one
photo of each stage as the house develops. Include the children who are
working on the house in each photo.
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