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Dramatic Play Art
Materials

Any size boxes
Paint and brushes

What to do

1. Paint a variety of boxes and allow them to dry.
2. Put the boxes in the Dramatic Play area and outdoors. Encourage the children

to use their imaginations and turn the boxes into anything they desire!
3. Larger boxes can become cars, caves, and so on. Children can also use tissue

boxes and paper towel holders for a variety of things.

Note: Explain to the children that if a child is inside a box on its side, they
should wait their turn and not lie down on top of the box.

3 Ann Chandler, Felton, CA

Dramatizing Nursery
Rhymes

Materials

Simple props related to nursery rhymes, such as a cylinder block for a candle 
(“Jack Be Nimble”), a cushion (“Little Miss Muffet”), and a horn (“Little Boy Blue”)

What to do

1. This activity helps young children begin to identify with the characters in
structured make-believe, and is a first step to role playing or simple drama as
opposed to dramatic play.

2. Say the nursery rhyme out loud, inviting the children to recite it with you.
3. Then encourage the children to take turns acting out the rhyme as the others

recite it. Use the props as desired.
4. After the children become at ease acting out familiar rhymes, read a simple

story and encourage the children to act out scenes as you read.
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More to do

Make up role plays using situations that are meaningful for the children.
Encourage them to make up their own parts. For example: “Today is Mike’s first
day at school. What can Ben do to make Mike feel better?” (If Ben does not
know what to do, ask the other children to make suggestions. If they do not think
of something, suggest that he tell Mike his name and invite him to play). “I am
Ben. Would you like to help me build a house?” You may need to model and
give them the words several times, but soon this will be a favorite activity. Be sure
not to use the children’s real names so they will understand they are role playing.

3 Mary Jo Shannon, Roanoke, VA

Purposeful Productions
Materials

None

What to do

1. Creative dramatics is pretending you are something that you’re not. All
children dramatize to various degrees. Following are some tips for
encouraging creative dramatics.
Plan classroom dramatizations. This allows children to “try out” various
roles, increases their oral language development, and provides opportunities
for them to work together to meet common goals. Begin by playing “Let’s
pretend to be…” or acting out familiar fingerplays and/or songs.
Re-enact a favorite story. Familiarize children with the story through several
readings, then select and prepare characters. Be sure to repeat (over several
days/weeks) the dramatization until all the children have a turn to be the part
of their choice. Begin the dramatization by telling the story to yourself.
Pause to give children the chance to join in at the appropriate times, and stop
when children pick up their lines and your narration is no longer necessary.

2. Keep the following things in mind when planning classroom dramatics:
Dialogue doesn’t have to be word-for-word to be beneficial and meaningful.
Productions can be spontaneous. Props and costumes are wonderful, but not
necessary for children to gain the benefits offered from creative dramatics.

3. As with all creative endeavors, the process is more important than the product!

3 Rebecca McMahen Giles, Mobile, AL
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