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We Can Share at School
SOC I A L  D E V E LOPMENT

Materials We Can Share at School by Rozanne Lanczak Williams (or any favorite book

about sharing)

paint

pencils and crayons

butcher paper

camera

What to do 1.  Read We Can Share at School. In this book, the children work together to

complete a mural of flowers, sunshine, and butterflies.

2.  Invite the children to do the same thing.

3.  As they work together, take pictures of the children.

4.  Use the pictures to make a classroom “We Can Share at School” book.

More to do Social Development: Encourage the children to do other cooperative
projects, such as putting together large floor puzzles or making block

buildings.

Related books Let’s Share by P.K. Hallinan

Mine, Mine, Mine: A Little Help With Sharing by Sheryl Berk

) Linda Ford, Sacramento, CA

Introductions
SOC I A L  D E V E LOPMENT

Materials none

What to do 1.  This is a great activity to do at the beginning of the year because it helps

children get acquainted with each other. It also aids social development,

as shy children often find it easier to talk about another child rather than

themselves, and memory skills.

2.  Ask the children to find a partner they don’t know very well. Have them

sit in a circle.

3.  Tell them they have two minutes to find out the other child’s name and if

the child is a boy or a girl (this usually makes them laugh but sometimes

younger children are surprised at what they find out).

4.  Encourage the group to sit quietly while each child takes a turn to say

something about her partner. (“My partner is a boy and his name is

Alex.”)
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5.  After everyone has been introduced, give the children two minutes to

find out their partner’s favorite toy.

6.  Go around the circle again, and have each child repeat the initial

information, as well as the next thing learned. (“My partner is a boy. His

name is Alex and his favorite toy is his red fire truck.”)

7.  Continue this activity within the attention limits of your age group,

asking questions such as age, favorite foods, and so on.

8.  If desired, ask for volunteers to take turns standing in the middle of the

circle while the other children (not the partner) say what they have

learned about him.

More to do More Social Development: Talk about friends—what they are, how to

make friends, how to make up after an argument, and so on.

Games: Play a game that requires the cooperation of a partner.

Related books Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel

George and Martha by James Marshall

How to Be a Friend by Laura Krasney Brown

Two Cool Coyotes by Jillian Lund

) Anne Adeney, Plymouth, United Kingdom

Transition Songs
TRANS I T IONS

Materials none

What to do When transitioning throughout the day, sing what you want the children to

do. For example:
� At cleanup time, sing the following song to the tune of “Mary Had a

Little Lamb.” 

It’s time to put the toys away,

Toys away, toys away.

It’s time to put the toys away

And save them for another day.
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