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2.  Hide the small items throughout the room so the children can find them.

3.  When the children come in the next morning, they will see the

“Leprechaun’s path.”

4.  Encourage the children to dictate stories about how the leprechaun got

into the room and what he did while he was there.

) Barbara Saul, Eureka, CA

Shamrock Stories 
L A N G UA G E  A N D  L I T E R A C Y

Materials green paper shamrocks

What to do � March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day.

1.  Discuss what being lucky feels like.

2.  Have the children dictate stories, “I’m lucky because...,” while an adult

writes the stories down.

3.  Share the stories with the children.

4.  Make a class shamrock book.

) Barbara Saul, Eureka, CA

Shamrock Shimmy
M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N T

Materials green paper

shamrock stencils

pencils 

scissors

laminate or clear contact paper

Irish music

What to do � March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day.

1.  Help each child make a shamrock using a stencil and scissors on green

paper.

2.  Laminate or cover the shamrocks with clear contact paper. Save them for

gross motor/music time.

3.  Spread the shamrocks around the floor for music time. 

4.  Play some Irish music and have the children dance. 
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5.  When the music stops, ask them to find a shamrock to stand on until the

music begins again. 

6.  If desired, add items such as shapes, numbers, letters, and so on to the

shamrocks prior to laminating them for increased difficulty. Make cards

to match the items (such as shapes) and give one to each child to hold.

When the music stops, the children must find a shamrock that matches

the card in their hands.

Related book Lucky Leprechaun by Dawn Bentley

) Ann Kelly, Johnstown, PA

Paper Chain Calendars
M AT H

Materials calendar

2” x 6” strips of colored paper

tape or glue

What to do � Easter is usually celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon

following the vernal equinox (the first day of Spring). This can fall

between March 22nd and April 25th.

1.  Small children have difficulty assessing time, so this is one method of

helping them judge its passing.

2.  On a regular calendar count the number of days until Easter (or other

appropriate holiday), a class concert, a child’s birthday, or another

upcoming event.

3.  Show them the paper strips and explain that each strip stands for one

day. Give each child enough strips for the amount of days until the event

or holiday. 

4.  Help them make a paper chain by taping

or gluing the paper strips together to

form a “chain.“

5.  Every day, each child can cut or tear

off one link from her chain. This

provides the children with a visual

image of how much time is left

until the holiday.

6.  If desired, use much larger strips

of paper to make a group chain

calendar, rather than individual ones. Have

children take turns removing the links.
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