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2.  Discuss what daylight savings time is and use a wall clock to

demonstrate to the children.

3.  Talk about the word backwards. Explain what it means and ask the group

to list things that can be done backwards. 

4.  Invite the children to do some of the things listed (such as walk, hop,

pretend to drive, scoot, say the alphabet, count, and so on).

More to do Celebrate by having a “Backwards Day.” Do as many things as you can

backwards.

Related books The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle 

Silly Sally by Audrey Wood 

) Ann Kelly, Johnstown, PA

Creation Station
A R T

Materials crepe paper

large grocery bags and trash bags

markers and crayons

craft materials

tape

glue

What to do � Halloween is celebrated on October 31st.

1.  Provide crepe paper, large paper grocery bags, trash bags, tape, crayons,

markers, and a variety of craft materials.

2.  Encourage the children to design their own capes and costumes.

Safety Note: Closely supervise this activity so children do not put plastic

bags on their heads or around their necks.

More to do Math: Graph the costumes they make.

) Kathy Kalmar, Macomb, MI
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FrankenMonster
A R T

Materials Frank Was a Monster Who Wanted to Dance by Keith Graves

camera

scissors

sticky-back adhesive (Velcro)

flannel board

What to do � Halloween is celebrated on October 31st.

1.  Read Frank Was a Monster Who Wanted to Dance by Keith Graves. Ask the

children if they would like to make their own FrankenMonsters. 

2.  Take a full-length photo of each child. Make sure you take the photos

from about the same distance each time and that the child fills the

whole frame from head to toes. Have each child stand with arms slightly

away from the body and legs slightly apart. 

3.  Develop or print the photos and make three copies of each one. (8” x 10”

photos are the best for this activity, but 5” x 7” will do. Anything smaller

makes the resulting project too small to appreciate.)

4.  Cut around the child’s outline in each photo. Cut the

photo apart according to body parts and label

the back of each one with the child’s name.

5.  Sort the pieces into separate containers. You

should end up with a container of heads (with

hair and neck attached), trunks, left arms, right

arms, left hands, right hands, left legs, right

legs, and left and right feet. Note: For younger

children, simplify this activity by dividing each

photo into four parts. First cut around the

child’s outline; then cut each outline into four

equal parts by cutting just below the neck, at

the waistline, and below the hips. 

6.  Attach a piece of Velcro to each piece so it will stick to a

flannel board. 

7.  Place the containers next to a flannel board and

let the children experiment with the pieces.

They will naturally put the pieces together to

form a person. Comment on what they are

doing. Ask questions. “Whose face did you

use?” 

8.  The children will enjoy this activity just for

the pure silly fun of it without realizing they

are developing visual discrimination and

verbal skills.
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