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2. When the child brings the jar to class, have him talk about what is inside, but
caution him not to give away the count. 

3. Put the jar in a place where children can look at it and estimate the number
of items inside. 

4. During circle time (on the same day or at the end of the week), bring the jar
to the circle and ask for the children’s estimations. Help the child who brought
in the jar to share the answer (count items together, if appropriate).

5. Transfer the contents of the jar to a plastic bag and send it home with the
child. Give the jar and letter to another child. 

More to do Throughout the day, ask estimation questions such as: “How many blocks would
fit on your bed?” “How many balls would fill up a bathtub?” “How many children
can fit in this hula hoop?” 
Math: Show a jar with 100 unpopped kernels. Show another jar with 100
popped kernels. Estimate and compare the amount in the jars. 

+ Cassandra Reigel Whetstone, Folsom, CA

Sole Size-Up
comparison, ordering

Materials paper
pencils
scissors

What to do 1. Send home a note to parents explaining the developmental skills of
recognizing big, bigger, and biggest; small, smaller, and smallest; and so on. Ask
the parents to help their child trace a shoe of each family member on the
provided paper and cut out.

2. Provide paper and pencils for children to take home.
3. After the children trace the shoes, the parent can help them to label each

shoe and cut them out. 
4. Invite the children to measure things in the classroom with their shoe cutouts.

When finished, have them glue them in order by size onto a piece of paper
for classroom display.

+ Bev Schumacher, Racine, WI
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