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Space

Celestial Tubes
Materials empty cardboard tubes (toilet paper, wrapping paper, paper towels)

black paper

tape or rubber bands

thumbtacks or pencils

What to do 1.  Help the children, if needed, tape (or secure with a rubber band) a small

piece of black paper over one end of each tube.

2.  Help the children punch holes in the black paper as well as randomly on the

tube using a thumbtack. If working with very young children, have them

mark where they want their holes with a marker and make the holes for

them. Or, use a pencil.

3.  Encourage the children to put the tubes up to a window or light to see the

beautiful “constellations!” (If working with older children, you may try to

replicate patterns of actual constellations.)

Related book The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar System by Joanna Cole

w Shirley Salach, Northwood, NH

Coffee Filter Parachutes!
Materials coffee filters

markers

hole punch

scraps of paper

string

tape

What to do 1.  Encourage each child to decorate a coffee filter with markers.

2.  Assist the children in punching four or five evenly spaced holes around the

edges of their filters (“parachute”).

3.  Encourage each child to draw a small person or animal on a small piece of

scrap paper and cut it out. While they work on their figures, begin tying

string through the holes in the coffee filters (to save time later). Each piece of

string should be at least 1’ long.
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4.  Help the children use a small

amount of tape to attach four

or five equal lengths of string

onto their person or animal.

5.  After the “riders” are attached

to the “parachutes,” find a high

place in the room to launch the

parachutes!

Related books The Fallen Spaceman by Lee Harding

The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar 

System by Joanna Cole

w Shirley Salach, Northwood, NH

Me Constellations
Materials digital or 35-mm camera

constellation charts

star stickers

thick, clear plastic sheets

tape

classroom window

What to do 1.  Take a full-length photograph of each child. When printing or developing the

photos, make them as large as possible (8” x 10”).

2.  Ask the children if they have ever looked up at the stars when outside at

night. Explain that years ago, people who studied the stars (astronomers)

decided that some stars made the outline of people or animals. These

groups of stars are called “constellations.”

3.  Show the children some constellation charts. (You can obtain these at your

local planetarium or online.)

4.  Give each child her photo, a clear plastic sheet, and a sheet of star stickers.

5.  Ask the children to place the clear plastic sheet on top of their photograph.

Then have them outline their pictures using the star stickers.

6.  When finished, the child removes the plastic sheet from the photo. She now

has a personal “Me Constellation.”

7.  Help the children think up names for their constellations. For example, The

Big Alex (Big Dipper) or Rachelopeia (Cassiopeia). Write the names under

each child’s constellation.

8.  Tape the constellations to a window.


