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Learning Centers to Go
Materials large, zipper-closure plastic bags

children’s books (classroom theme oriented)
stamp and stamp pad
15 stickers (for each child)
paper numbered 0–5 
coloring page
puppets
puzzles
class photos

What to do 1.  “Learning Centers to Go” provides parents an extension of the classroom and
involvement in the child’s work at school. In a large zipper-closure bag, place
a children’s book that correlates to the classroom theme (for example, a book
about doctors for a health theme). Add a stamp and stamp pad related to
the theme for the children to use.

2.  Include 15 theme-related stickers and a piece of paper numbered 0 to 5.
Write directions on the paper for the children to coordinate stickers to the
number value. (For older children, use larger number values.)

3.  Add puppets, puzzles, and a coloring page. Also include any class photos that
would relate to the theme.

4.  Use your imagination when adding different items to the bag. Three or four
items in the bag is usually sufficient. Include instructions for parents and let
them know what needs to be returned the next school day.

5.  Rotate the take-home learning centers through the entire class. This provides
a great way for children to share their schoolwork with their families and it
provides the home-to-school connection quality programs strive for.
Children love carrying the bag home!

w Diane Shatto, Kansas City, MO

Lucky Ladybugs
Materials 8 1⁄2” x 11” tagboard or medium cardstock

scissors or paper cutter

construction paper

markers

pocket chart

laminator
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What to do 1.  Cut out ten cards from tagboard or cardstock. Make a set of ladybug cards by

cutting out ladybug shapes from construction paper and gluing one to each

card. On each ladybug, draw dots from one to ten, one number per ladybug.

You will draw one dot on the first, two dots on the second, three dots on the

third, and so on to ten.

2.  Turn a piece of 8 1⁄2” x 11” tagboard sideways and write “Lucky Ladybugs” at

the top. Write the directions: “Place the numerals next to the correct

ladybugs.”

3.  If desired, embellish with a colorful ladybug picture.

4.  Print the numerals 1 to 10 on another sheet of tagboard.

5.  Use a paper cutter or scissors to cut around the numerals and ladybug cards

so that they are all the same size and fit nicely into the rows on the pocket

chart.

6.  Laminate the directions card, numerals, and ladybug cards for durability and

cut out.

7.  Hang the pocket chart at child’s eye level. Insert the header card in the top

pocket of the pocket chart. Place the numerals in the pocket chart, leaving

room for the ladybugs cards.

8.  Distribute the ladybug cards among the children.

9.  Invite each child to count the dots on her ladybug and place her card next to

the appropriate numeral on the pocket chart.

10.  For added fun, make a file jacket with an answer key on the back. Use this to

store the activity and for children to self-check when working individually in

the center.

w Jackie Wright, Enid, OK

Mail Call
Materials red and blue construction paper

scissors

glue

markers

paper bags

envelopes with numerals on some and groupings of dots on others

What to do 1.  Prepare mailboxes by cutting out and gluing a red rectangle to the top third

of each paper bag and a larger blue rectangle to the lower two-thirds of the

bag.

2.  Write a numeral on each bag, and stapler the bags to a bulletin board or tape

them to a shelf.


