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Grocery Store & Supermarket

Stock Children
Materials empty food cartons and cans

fruits and vegetables

boxes or baskets

paper and markers for labels

What to do 1.  Bring empty food cartons and cans, fruits and vegetables, and boxes to a

large or small group setting. 

2.  Ask the children to decide how the food should be grouped (or sorted) for

display on supermarket shelves. Accept the criteria from the children, such as

color, shape, texture, and food group. 

3.  Help the children make labels for the baskets or boxes so that they now

where to put the materials during clean-up time.

4.  Add all the materials to the dramatic play area for a supermarket theme.

w Ann Kelly, Johnstown, PA

Buying Things
Materials pictures of merchandise labeled with price tags

8 1⁄2” x 11” tagboard or medium cardstock

picture of a grocery cart

paper cutter

pictures of coins

laminate

pocket chart

What to do 1.  Look through old books or workbooks for brightly colored pictures of

merchandise labeled with price tags, such as an orange for 30 cents, scissors

for 5 cents, an apple for 26 cents, and so on.

2.  Write directions for the activity on a piece of 8 1⁄2” by 11” piece of tagboard

turned horizontally. Print the title “Buying Things” at the top and the

following directions underneath: “Place the coins next to the correct price

tags.” Embellish with two pictures of a grocery cart or similar picture.

3.  Make copies of the merchandise pictures on tagboard. Use a paper cutter to

cut around each card so that all of the cards are the same size.

4.  Make another set of cards with pictures of coins needed to purchase 

each item.
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5.  Laminate the directions sheet, merchandise cards, and coin set cards for

durability and cut them out.

6.  Hang a pocket chart at children’s eye level. Insert the directions in the top

pocket of the pocket chart. Seat the children in a circle around the pocket

chart. Place the merchandise cards in the pocket chart, leaving room for the

coin set cards. Pass out the coin set cards to the children.

7.  Ask if anyone has a coin card with the correct change to purchase each item.

One at a time, let a child place a coin card in the pocket chart next to the

corresponding merchandise card.

w Jackie Wright, Enid, OK

Setting Up the Aisles
Materials actual or play items found in a supermarket (such as foods, soaps, cleaners, 

brooms, and so on)

pictures of items

What to do 1.  Assemble the supermarket materials in one location in the room.

2.  During circle time, explain to the whole group that everyone will work

together to set up a supermarket. There will be four to five aisles. Explain that

similar items should go in appropriate aisles. Aisle setups might be:
� fruits and vegetables
� meats
� drinks
� desserts
� soaps and cleaning products

3.  Place pictures representing the materials for the aisles in the room or area so

children can match the items to the pictures.

4.  Depending on the dynamics of the group, either send one person at a time

to choose an item and place it in the appropriate aisle or ask that the whole

group work together.

5.  Provide guidance as needed to children who need help finding objects that

match the pictures.

6.  When children seem to understand the concept, encourage them to explore

and play independently in the supermarket learning center.

Related book Pickles to Pittsburgh by Judi Barrett

w Kate Ross, Middlesex, VT


