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Detective

Rhyme Spy
Materials none

What to do 1.  Gather the children in a circle and explain that they are going to play a spy

game. Talk about the word “spy.”

2.  Explain that they are going to find something that rhymes with a particular

item. For example, if the chosen item is “rug,” say, “I spy something that

rhymes with “rug.” Without telling the children, pick something that rhymes

with “rug” (such as “mug”).

3.  The children take turns trying to find the targeted item that rhyme with rug.

Examples might be “rug/bug,” “rug/Doug,” “rug/shrug,” and “rug/hug.”

4.  After each guess, encourage the children to repeat the two rhyming words

for clarity.

5.  Once the targeted item is guessed, choose a child to find an item to rhyme.

Again the rest of the children attempt to guess the targeted item.

Note: It is fine for the children to create nonsense words while rhyming, as this

is part of the learning process.

Related books The Awful Aardvarks Go to School by Reeve Lindbergh and Tracey 

Campbell Pearson

Over in the Meadow by Ezra Jack Keats

w Kate Ross, Middlesex, VT

Searching for Rhyming Pairs
Materials 8 1⁄2” x 11” tagboard or medium cardstock

picture of a detective

glue

scissors

20 colored pictures of rhyming objects

scissors or paper cutter

pocket charts

laminator
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Detective

What to do 1.  Send children on a hunt for rhyming words with this center.

2.  Write the activity title on a piece of 8 1⁄2” x 11” tagboard paper (for example,

“Searching for Rhyming Pairs”). Write the directions underneath: “Place cards

on the word wall to make rhyming pairs.” Glue a detective picture to it.

3.  Find 20 pictures of rhyming objects. Enlarge, if necessary, so that they are

about 3” in size.

4.  Use scissors or a paper cutter to cut the objects to fit into the pocket charts.

5.  Laminate the title card and picture cards for durability and cut them out.

6.  Hang the pocket charts at children’s eye level and gather the children

around the charts.

7.  Insert the title card into the top pocket of the chart. Put half of the cards in

the chart, leaving empty pockets for their mates. Pass out the remaining

cards and discuss the pictures in the chart. Ask the children if anyone has

found a rhyming pair.

8.  Continue until all pairs have been made.

9.  For added fun, make a file jacket with an answer key (colored picture or scan

of completed pocket chart) on the back. Use it to store the activity and for

children to self-check their work in this center.

w Jackie Wright, Enid, OK

Sherlock’s Clues
Materials candy coins or other small treats (one for each child)

construction paper

crayons

scissors

What to do 1.  Ahead of time, hide candy coins (or small treat items). Hide one for each

child.

2.  Cut out footprints from construction paper. Place the paper footprints so

they lead to the candy.

3.  Write a clue on each small slip of paper. For example, “I’m where the books

are,” or “Look for me in the housekeeping area.”

4.  Gather the children in a group and give each child a clue to follow to find

the hidden treasure. Guide the children in following the steps or clues to the

candy.

w Lisa Chichester, Parkersburg, WV


