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Paul Revere Williams
Materials 

Architecture books • rulers • markers and crayons • pencils • drawing paper •
construction paper • tagboard • scissors • glue

What to do

1. Celebrate the birthday of Paul Revere Williams, who was born on February
18, 1894. Explain that Paul Revere Williams was a famous African American
architect. Discuss the meaning of the word “architect” (one skilled in the art
of building or designing), and show them a book of different types of
architectural buildings and designs.

2. Show the children a ruler. Ask them if they know what it is and how it is
used. When you finish the discussion, give the children rulers, pencils or
markers, and drawing paper.

3. Ask them to place the rulers on the paper and draw lines going in many
different directions.

4. Before doing this part of the activity, cut out a variety of shapes from multi-
colored paper. Explain to the children that they will be using the different
shapes to design their own building.

5. Give each child a piece of tagboard. Encourage them to choose a few paper
shapes and glue them to the tagboard to make a building.

6. Encourage the children to write a story about their buildings. Attach the story
to their picture and display.

Related poem

Paul Revere Williams by Patricia Murchison
Paul R. Williams was an architect
No finer one have we met.
Building and construction was his thing,
Boy, could he make his pencil sing.
With a ruler and pencil in his hand,
Paul’s buildings became famous throughout the land.

� Patricia Murchison, Chesapeake, VA
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President’s Day Hats
Materials

2 pieces of white construction paper (12” x 18”) per child • stapler • red and
blue crayons, markers, or paint

What to do

1. Put two pieces of paper together and fold as if making a newspaper hat.
Staple at both ends to hold the hat together.

2. Encourage the children to decorate their hats using red and blue crayons,
markers, or paint. This is a nice time to show the American flag and talk
about the colors in the flag. See if anyone knows the name of our president.

3. After the hats are finished, have a parade using rhythm band instruments or
homemade instruments.

� Phyllis Esch, Export, PA

Harriet Tubman
Materials

Trail mix ingredients (see activity) • large bowl and mixing spoon • napkins •
flashlight • outlines of the states of Maryland and Pennsylvania

What to do

1. Celebrate Harriet Tubman’s birthday, which is March 10. Explain to the
children that she was born a slave in 1820 and worked hard all her young
life. She could not play or go to school, and she was very sad. One day she
decided that she wanted to be free, so she planned her escape. Her family
was too scared to go with her, but her father taught her things to help her find
her way north. He told her about the sky and the North Star (the brightest
star in the Little Dipper). He also taught her many things about the
wilderness, such as how moss grows on the north side of trees. Harriet
escaped to Philadelphia from Maryland, where she became free and very
happy. Harriet went back to the South 13 times and rescued more than 300
people from slavery.

(continued on the next page)
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