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Magic Pebbles 3
Materials
Small pebbles, 10 or more per child
Wet tempera paint, assorted colors
Cups and spoons
Paper plates, 2 per child
Stapler 
Staple remover

What to do
1. Help the children write their name on the plates. 
2. Have them drop a pebble or two in color cups of paint. 
3. Have them then scoop the pebbles out of the paint with a spoon and place them on their
paper plate. 

4. When all of the pebbles are on the plate, place the second plate facedown over the first to cre-
ate a pocket.

5. Staple the plates together for the children.
6. Hand the plates back to the children and encourage tambourine action through movement
and music. 

7. When the child are finished or the song is over, lead the children back to the table. 
8. Remove the staples for the children and dispose of them. 
9. Reveal the art within by having the children open the plates and see the surprise painting
inside. Dispose of the pebbles and allow the plates to dry. 

Related books
The Banging Book by Bill Grossman
Crash! Bang! Boom! by Peter Spier
Of Colors and Things by Tana Hoban
Sing a Song of Popcorn edited by Beatrice Schenk deRegniers

�Dani Rosensteel, Payson, AZ
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Moving Pictures 4
Materials
Drawing paper—heavy stock—at least 81⁄2” x 11” (20 cm x 28 cm)
Crayons
Scissors
Tape
Support sticks—popsicle or craft sticks, tongue depressors or strips of smooth cardboard
Glue, optional

What to do
1. Have the children draw and color a simple sea scene on the paper. Basically, you want to
include the sea, the sky, some fish, sea birds, etc. Don’t just make line drawings, but fill in the
area with color.

2. Cut a slightly curving line through the paper in the sea, making sure to leave a 1” (3 cm) margin
on each side of the paper. Place a piece of tape at each end of this curving cut on the backside
of the paper for reinforcement. Also be sure to cut it no higher than the length of your support
sticks (keep the cut in the bottom one-third of the paper). The stick needs to reach the cut and
still be longer than the bottom edge of the paper.

3. With the children’s help, draw a small sailboat on a separate sheet of paper. (Heavy weight
paper, e.g., watercolor paper, works well for this.) The boat should be a size that will fit in with
the scene—not so big or so small as to seem out of place.

4. Cut out the boat and glue or tape it to one end of the support stick. The boat should be wide
enough to cover the width of the support stick, so the support stick does not show.

5. Slip the stick through the hole and down past the bottom of the paper. Set the boat into the
slot so that it appears to be part of the scene.

6. You can add extra support to the scene by gluing a piece of paper the same size to the top and
two sides of the back of the scene. Leave the bottom open for inserting the stick.

7. Sail the boat along the sea, perhaps stopping to swim or to look for a whale! Endless adven-
tures can develop from such a simple starting place.

8. As you can imagine, this simple technique can be adapted for many different kinds of scenes.
You could have a little child on your stick, walking in the woods or up a mountain, or an animal
wandering through a meadow. Experiment with new possibilities. The more difficult ones may
be too hard for the children to do, but they will love to watch and help you make them for the
classroom and to play with them when they’re done.

More to do
Storytelling: Have the children compose a short story related to their picture and tell it using
their art work as a prop.
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