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4. Encourage the children to work together to decide on what features this dinosaur should have.
5. Let the children work in small groups to paint features on the dinosaur. When it is dry, cut it out,
and mount it on the wall.

More to do
Blocks: Set up a dinosaur museum in the block area. Decorate the area using the dinosaur mural.
Encourage the children to pretend that the blocks are dinosaur bones, and to use them to put
together dinosaur skeletons. 
Field trip: Visit a natural history museum where there is a dinosaur exhibit.

Related books
Can I Have a Stegosaurus Mom? Can I Please? by Lois G. Grambling
If the Dinosaurs Came Back by Bernard Most
Patrick’s Dinosaurs by Carol Carrick

Related song
“Dinorock”—various CDs and cassettes available

�Sandra W. Gratias, Perkasie, PA

Dynamic Dinosaurs 4
Materials
Construction paper
Crayons, colored pencils, or markers
Scissors
Paper fasteners

What to do
1. Divide the children into groups of four or five.
2. Ask each group to create a dinosaur and assign each child in the group a part of the dinosaur
body; for example, each child would be responsible for either the head, neck, body, legs, or tail
of the dinosaur. 

3. Have the children spread out around the room and work apart from their group.
4. Supply the children with construction paper, drawing tools, and scissors. Ask each child to
design the body part that they are responsible for without looking at their partners’ designs.

5. When the children are ready, invite them to meet again as a group and connect the individual
parts with paper fasteners, creating a disjointed dinosaur with a very unusual appearance. Have
each group name their dinosaur.

6. Display the dinosaurs on a large wall or mural.
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More to do
More art: Create 3-D dinosaurs with butcher paper; cut out two sides of a dinosaur and staple
them together leaving an opening, then stuff with newspaper and paint or decorate.
Game: Before you fasten the dinosaur parts together, group the children according to the part of
the dinosaur they created and assign each child in the group a number; call out their numbers in
sequence and have them assemble a dinosaur—continue until all possible combinations have
been made. 

Related books
Happy Birthday, Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff
Tyrone and the Swamp Gang by Hans Wilhelm
We’re Back!: A Dinosaur’s Story by Hudson Talbott

�Tina Nichols, Manchester, MO

Dinosaurs on the Ceiling 4
Materials
Dinosaur pictures
Large white paper, 18” x 24” (45 cm x 60 cm)
Markers
Paper clips
Scissors
Stapler
Newspaper
String

What to do
1. Display dinosaur pictures in the art area.
2. Give the children large sheets of paper and ask them to choose their favorite dinosaur and
draw it with markers.

3. Fasten another sheet of paper to the drawings with paper clips, and cut around the dinosaurs
so that you end up with two of each child’s dinosaur.

4. Staple each pair together around the outside edge leaving an opening where the children can
stuff crumpled newspapers inside to make three-dimensional dinosaurs.

5. Staple the opening closed and add a string at the top to hang the dinosaur.
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