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Evaluating 
Natureness

Measuring the Quality of Nature-
Based Classrooms in Pre-K

through 3rd Grade

Evaluating Natureness
Measuring the Quality of Nature-Based  
Classrooms in Pre-K through 3rd Grade 

Patti Ensel Bailie, PhD, Rachel A. Larimore, PhD, 
Arianna E. Pikus, MS

Pub Date: April 2023

ISBN: 978-0-87659-849-8, Item # 15994

US $49.95  |  PB, 8.5” x 11”, 264 (est.) pp. 

Available as an Ebook

ISBN: 978-0-87659-949-5 Item # e15994

Provides researchers and policy makers 

a way to evaluate quality in nature-based 

programs; can be used in conjunction with 

other QRIS measures.

Provides a clear way for teachers and administrators to evaluate the 

progress they’re making toward the nature-based approach.

This book is not about the benefits of nature-based schools. Instead, 

it is a rubric for assessing the “natureness” of a school.

Nature-based early childhood education is a rapidly growing trend! Although many schools and programs have 
incorporated nature-based learning, educators can feel at a loss when trying to evaluate quality in this learning 
approach. But don’t worry—Evaluating Natureness: Measuring the Quality of Nature-Based Classrooms in Pre-K 
through 3rd Grade is here to help!

Designed with early education practitioners, researchers, and policy makers in mind, the NAture-Based 
Education Rating Scales (NABERS) for Pre-K and K–3 let professionals easily collect standardized information to 
measure the quality of education settings in the areas of:

• Program goals and curriculum practices

• Staffing

• Environment

• Community partnerships

• Family engagement

Whether you want to evaluate an existing nature-based program or discover how to shift your program toward 
a nature focus, this book is for you!

Nature-Based Preschools and Kindergartens
Are Growing!

Patti Ensel Bailie, PhD, is an associate professor of early 
childhood education at the University of Maine at Farmington 
and is a leader in the nature preschool movement. She is the 
founding director of the Schlitz Audubon Nature Preschool in 
Milwaukee, WI.

Rachel A. Larimore, PhD, is the founder and owner of Samara 
Early Learning, LLC, in Midland, MI. She writes and speaks 
extensively on connecting children to nature through high-
quality, nature-based early childhood education.

Arianna E. Pikus, MS, currently researches child academic and 
social-emotional outcomes of nature-based early childhood 
education. She taught environmental education for five years and 
preschool for two years before deciding to pursue a doctorate.
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Developing and Implementing Effective
Discipline Policies

A Practical Guide for Early Childhood Consultants, 
Coaches, and Leaders

Sascha Longstreth, PhD, Sarah Garrity, EdD,  
and Lisa Linder, PhD

Pub Date: May 2023

ISBN: 978-0-87659-946-4, Item # 15992

US $19.95  |  PB, 8.5 x 11, 96 (est.) pp.

Available as an Ebook

ISBN: 978-0-87659-947-1 Item # e15992

A workbook companion to Effective Discipline Policies to help administrators and principals, trainers and coaches, 

and consultants rethink discipline policies, build a team, train staff, and implement changes to policy and practices.

Learn how to use data from the Teaching and Guidance Policy Essentials Checklist.

Learn how to rethink discipline policies, strengthen team spirit, and implement policy changes with 
Developing and Implementing Effective Discipline Policies, the workbook companion to the award-winning 
book Effective Discipline Policies. Written for early childhood administrators and principals, trainers, coaches, 
and consultants, this book can help guide your policies to success!

Using the five-step model, discover how to use the data gained from the unique Teaching and Guidance Policy 
Essentials Checklist (TAGPEC) tool to:

• build teams
• rethink discipline approaches
• develop young children’s social-emotional 

competence to reduce challenging behaviors

•  train staff
•  implement school-wide policies
•  support continuous quality improvement efforts

Successful behavior-guidance approaches in early childhood programs aren’t only possible, they are also 
highly successful! With this book you can ensure your students get the best guidance possible under thoughtful 
discipline policies aimed toward skill development and growth.

Create Effective, High-Quality Behavior-
Guidance Policies in Your SchoolDeveloping and Implementing 

Effective Discipline Policies
A Practical Guide for Early  

Childhood Consultants, Coaches, 
and Leaders

Sascha Longstreth, PhD, is interim chair and associate 
professor of child and family development at San Diego 
State University (SDSU).

Sarah Garrity, EdD, is interim senior associate dean 
of the College of Education and professor in the 
department of child and family development at SDSU.

Lisa Linder, PhD, is a professor in the department of 
child and family development at SDSU and is a licensed 
clinical psychologist.
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Working together we can create real change

Real-world examples show how to engage with children 

and families from diverse backgrounds.

Learn ways to get to know families and children to better 

understand how to meet children’s educational needs.

Offers questions to spur productive conversations in 

professional learning communities.

Ebonyse Mead, EdD, is the president of the Educational Equity Institute. 
Dr. Mead is an educator, writer, presenter, and trainer with a focus 
on examining structural barriers to educational equity and culturally 
responsive instruction for the early childhood workforce.

Tameka Ardrey, PhD, is the founder of Bridging the Gap Early Education 
Consulting. She is an educator, researcher, and author with more than 
fifteen years of dedicated service in early education.

Building Equitable Early Learning Programs
 A Social-Justice Approach

Ebonyse Mead, EdD, and Tameka Ardrey, PhD

Pub Date: June 2023

ISBN: 978-0-87659-940-2, Item # 15993

US $24.95  |  PB, 7” x 10”, 144 (est.) pp.

Available as an Ebook

ISBN: 978-0-87659-941-9 Item # e15993

A Social-Justice Approach

Building Equitable 
Early Learning 

Programs

J U N E  2 0 2 3

Learn approaches to revising or creating equitable 

policies and practices.

Equity means individuals get what they need to succeed. As early childhood classrooms and programs become 
increasingly more culturally and linguistically diverse, educators need ideas for connecting with families to 
learn what children need. The more families are engaged, the better the outcomes for children. Early childhood 
administrators and teachers can collaborate to create equitable and inclusive learning environments where 
children and families feel welcome.

Building Equitable Early Learning Programs: A Social-Justice Approach gives educators the facts, examples, 
strategies, and approaches needed to create and sustain programs and practices that can best serve our 
communities.

• Learn how to adapt culturally inclusive educational 
practices beyond cultural awareness months and 
holidays.

• Discover how to use professional learning 
communities, honest discussions, and reflection to 
inform real action.

• Find ways to engage authentically and strengthen 
relationships with the children and families you 
serve.

• Learn practical strategies to promote inclusivity in 
your classrooms and programs.
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Elevating Equity
Advice for Navigating 

Challenging Conversations in 
Early Childhood Programs

Looking. Listening. Learning. Leading.

Angela Searcy, EdD, has more than 25 years of experience in education, providing services to 
children and families as a teacher, child-development specialist, and independent consultant. 
A former neurodevelopmental specialist, she is the founder of Simple Solutions Educational 
Services, a professional development company. Dr. Searcy is a sought-after trainer and speaker 
on a range of topics, including the CLASS (Infant, Toddler, and Pre-K), challenging behaviors, 
and response to intervention (RTI).

Elevating Equity
Advice for Navigating Challenging Conversations in 

Early Childhood Programs
Angela Searcy, EdD

Pub Date: July 2023

ISBN: 978-1-63650-114-7, Item # 10658

US $34.95  |  PB, 8.5” x 11”, 224 (est.) pp.

Available as an Ebook

ISBN: 978-1-63650-115-4 Item # e10658

Elevating equity requires educators to be mindful of how to include children, families, and colleagues in all 
parts of early childhood programming. Elevating equity is all about creating systems that celebrate everyone! 
Sounds great—but how do you do it? 

Elevating Equity: Advice for Navigating Challenging Conversations in Early Childhood Programs takes a positive 
approach by embracing differences and meeting readers where they are.

• Get nonjudgmental, practical advice from an 
experienced trainer and educator.

• Find out how to have healthy, respectful, and 
productive conversations about what equity means 
and how it looks in practice.

• Discover strength-based, evidence grounded 
techniques that lead to professional growth and 
learning in your early childhood program.  

With practical examples, research, tips, advice, self-reflections, and real stories—shared with Angela Searcy’s 
warm humor—you’ll discover how to find common ground and truly elevate educational access for the children 
and families you serve.

Understand historical trauma and its effects on 

today’s families.  

Discover ideas for supporting equitable practices with 

colleagues, children, and families. 

Learn ways to have productive discussions around equity, 

race, and other sometimes thorny issues. 

Learn what young children understand about differences 

and equity, and discover the power of recognizing and 

honoring what makes children unique. 
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Guidance for
Supporting Gender Diversity
in Early Childhood Education

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-944-0

Item # 15990  |  US $44.95

Preschool Preparedness
for After a Disaster

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-916-7

Item # 15977  |  US $19.95

Partnering with Nature
in Early Childhood

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-929-7

Item # 15986  |  US $69.95

Trauma-Sensitive Care for Infants,
Toddlers, and Two-Year-Olds 

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-918-1

Item # 15979  |  US $44.95

Dig In

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-925-9

Item # 15983  |  US $32.95

The Early Childhood Director’s 
Guide to Solving Everyday 

Challenges

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-935-8

Item # 15988  |  US $39.95

Every Child Can Fly
PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-933-4

Item # 15987  |  US $49.95

School-to-Home Connections

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-931-0

Item # 15985  |  US $24.95

Naturally Inclusive

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-922-8

Item # 15982  |  US $44.95

Playful Activities for                     
Reading Readiness

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-857-3

Item # 15973  |  US $44.95

Preschool
Preparedness

forAftera

Disaster
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ANDREW ROSZAK, 
JD, MPA, EMT-P

Barbara Sorrels, EdD

for Infants, Toddlers,  
and Two-Year-Olds

Trauma-Sensitive Care

RECENT RELEASES

ILLUSTRATIONS

ILLUSTRATIONS
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Don’t Look Away

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-843-6

Item # 15966  |  US $24.95

Strength in Diversity

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-851-1

Item # 15970  |  US $19.95

The Possibilities of Play

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-924-2

Item # 15980  |  US $34.95

The Power of Presence

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-831-3

Item # 15959  |  US $34.95

The Basics of Leading a 
Child-Care Business

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-885-6

Item # 15974  |  US $21.95

The Basics of Starting a 
Child-Care Business

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-837-5

Item # 15962  |  US $21.95

Crying and Laughing

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-839-9 

Item # 15963  |  US $29.95

America’s Child-Care Crisis

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-914-3

Item # 15976  |  US $28.95

Wired Differently

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-798-9

Item # 15965  |  US $24.95

How Can I Help?

PB, ISBN 978-0-87659-833-7

Item # 15960  |  US $19.95

Preschool Preparedness for 
an Emergency

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-855-9

Item # 15971  |  US $19.95

Preschool Preparedness for 
an Active Shooter

PB, ISBN: 978-0-87659-835-1

Item # 15961  |  US $19.95
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>  Toll-free:  800-638-0928,  
     M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST

>  Local:  336-712-3490

>  Email:  tradesales@ghbooks.com
                            rights@ghbooks.com

>  Website:  www.gryphonhouse.com

Shipping/Handling
Orders are shipped via UPS or USPS, unless customers specify otherwise. 
All shipments are made FOB Lewisville, NC.

Discounts
Please contact us at tradesales@ghbooks.com. Approved credit 
payment terms are Net 30 Days. Titles, prices, and shipping charges are 
subject to change without notice.

Returns
Authorization is required. Call 800-638-0928 or email  

tradesales@ghbooks.com. Stickered books or books packed in 
Styrofoam peanuts are not acceptable and will not receive credit.

Mistakes
If we’ve made a mistake in processing your order, if you haven’t received 
your order, or if your order is received damaged, claims must be made 
within 30 days.

Catalogs
View our catalogs at gryphonhouse.com/for-retailers. Prices and 
availability of products featured in this catalog are subject to change.

Libraries
Order directly from Gryphon House or from your favorite library 
wholesaler. Please contact us at tradesales@ghbooks.com 
with questions.

International Sales
Gryphon House materials are available worldwide through our 
international distributors and booksellers. Please contact the sales 

department at tradesales@ghbooks.com

International & Translation Rights
For information on rights availability and licensing terms, please contact 

our rights agency, DropCap, Inc. at dropcap.com

RETAILERS/
WHOLESALERS:
We’re ready to help you!
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online
www.gryphonhouse.com
tradesales@ghbooks.com

phone
1-800-638-0928 (US only)

336-712-3490
Purchase orders accepted  

with approved credit application

mail
Gryphon House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 10 
6848 Leons Way 

Lewisville, NC 27023

fax
1-877-638-7576

4 Easy Ways 
T O  O R D E R

FOLLOW US
 @GryphonHouseInc

 @ghbooks

 Gryphon House, Inc.

 GryphonHouse

 @GryphonHouse

 Gryphon House Books

ON SOCIAL!


